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FOLLOWING RECD FROM CALCUTTA SENT NEWDELHI, BOMBAY, MADRAS, 
DATED APRIL 28, 1978 BEING RPTD TO YOU. 

QUOTE 
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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT 

SUBJECT: ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS IN NORTHEASTERN STATE OF MIZORAM 

1 . THE UNION TERRITORY OF MIZORAM WILL GO THE 
POLLS ON MAY 17 AND 20 TO FILL THE 30 ELECTIVE SEATS 
IN ITS LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. (THREE ADDITIONAL PLACES 
ARE FILLED BY NOMINATION). LIKE ADJACENT NAGALAND, 

MIZORAM HAS FOR SOME YEARS NOW BEEN TROUBLED BY AN 

INSURGENCY. PARTITIONED FROM ASSAM IN 1971, ITS 

FIRST ELECTIONS WERE HELD IN 1972. THEY BROUGH TO 

POWER A GOVERNMENT WHICH WAS GENERALLY COOPERATIVE WITH 

NEW DELHI, UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF LAWRENCE CHALCHUNGA. 

IT GOVERNED MIZORAM'S 350,000 PEOPLE FIRST UNDER THE 
LABLE OF THE MIZO UNION AND THEN UNDER THE TITLE MIZO 
CONGRESS, FOR THE PRESCRIBED FIVE YEARS, ALTHOUGH UNION 
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TERRITORY STATUS AND A HEAVY CENTRAL GOVERNMENT MILITARY 
AND POLICE PRESENCE DOUBTLESS MADE ITS POWERS IN CERTAIN 
FIELDS MORE SYMBOLIC TTIN REAL. THE CHALCHUNGO 
GOVERNMENT RESIGNED ON MAY 2, 1977, NOT ONLY 
BECAUSE OF THE COMPLETION OF THE NORMAL TIME SPAN 
OF OFFICE BUT ALSO BECAUSE OF THE NATIONAL REVERSAL 
OF CONGRESS FORTUNES. 
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2. IT APPEARS THAT MODERATE ELEMENTS IN MIZORAM HAVE 
BEEN WILLING AND EAGER TO HOLD ELECTIONS THROUGHOUT 
THE PERIOD SINCE THEN, BUT THE GOI IN FACT HAS HELD 
THE TERRITORY UNDER PRESIDENT RULE FOR ALMOST A YEAR 
AT THE INSTANCE OF THE LEADER OF THE INSURGENCY, 

MR. LALDENGA OF THE MIZO NATIONAL FRONT. THE PURPOSE 

OF THE DELAY WAS TO PERMIT THE GOI TO NEGOTIATE WITH LALDENGA 

(IN NEW DELHI WHERE HE HAS SUDDENLY SURFACED IN 1976) 

FOR THE END OF HIS INSURGENCY, MEANING THE COMING 
'OVERGROUND'' OF HIS FOLLOWERS AND THE LAYING DOWN OF THEIR 
ARMS. UNTIL RECENTLY THESE NEGOTIATIONS APPEARED TO BE 
GOING SUCCESSFULLY, BUT THIS APPARENTLY WAS BECAUSE LALDENGA 
HOPED THAT AS A REWARD FOR MAKING PEACE, 

THE GOI WOULD PLACE HIM DIRECTLY IN THE CHIEF MINISTERSHIP 
WITHOUT ELECTIONS IT EVENTUALLY BECAME CLEAR THE GOI 
HAD NO INTENTION OF DOING THIS. ALTHOUGH THE NEW DELHI 
DISCUSSIONS AND LALDENGA S PROTESTATIONS OF HIS DESIRE 
TO WORK WITHIN THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION CONTINUED, THE 
GOI CAME TO BELIEVE THAT THE FORMER INSURGENT IN HIS 
MESSAGE BACK TO HIS FOLLOWERS WAS ACTUALLY RESHUFFLING HIS 
CHIEF SUBORDINATES AND LAYING THE GROUNDWORK 
FOR FURTHER VIOLENCE, SUCH AS THE 1975 ATTACK 
THAT TOOK THE LIEVES OF THREE SENIOR POLICE OFFICIALS. 

ON MARCH 31 HOME MINISTER CHARAN SINGH IN THE LOK 
SAB HA ANNOUNCED THE GOI'S BELIEF THAT LALDENGA WAS 
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NOT ACTING IN GOOD FAITH, AND THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 
IS NOW PROCEEDING TO HOLD THE MIZORAM ELECTIONS, APPARENTLY 
WITHOUT LALADENGA. 

3. AT THE MOMENT, IT APPEARS LIKELY THAT THE 

MIZO LEAGE"MIZO CONGRESS, FOR REASONS OF INTERNAL 
DISARRAY, WILL NOT PARTICIPATE, OR NOT PARTICIPATE 
EFFECTIVELY IN THE ELECTION, AND THAT THE 
PEOPLE S CONFERENCE PARTY (PCP) UNDER THE LEADERSHIP 
OF RETIRED BRIGADIER T. SAILO WILL DOMINATE THE POLLING. 

THE PCP WON MIZORAM'S LOK SABHA SEAT IN 1977. THE PCP 
HAS APPARENTLY NOT BEEN AN ILLEGAL OR A VIOLENT PARTY, 

BUT IT HAS STEADILY EXPRESSED OPPOSITION TO NEW DELHI'S 

HEAVY PRESENCE IN MIZORAM, AND ITS LEADER SAILO IS 

PERHAPS BEST KNOWN FOR HIS CAMPAIGNING ON 

HUMAN RIGHTS GROUNDS AGAINST NEW DELHI'S POLICE TACITCS 

IN THE TERRITORY. LYDON UNQUOTE 

GOHEEN 
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